
 

A great big Mid-
south welcome goes 
out to Kurt Hampe 
as our new coAssis-
tant Regional Advi-
sor. He is currently 
working with Kristin 
and Courtney to get 
the new website up 
and coordinate with 
the National 
SCBWI system. So 
when you see Kurt, 
be sure to thank 
him for volunteering 

his technical 
skills. 

Check out 
the new 
SCBWI 
Midsouth 
website. The 
new site is easier to 
navigate and links 
directly to the na-
tional website. This 
makes it easy to 
share our activities 
and explore the do-

ings in other re-
gions. Be sure to 
look around and get 
a feel for it. Then 
drop Kurt a great big 
thank you for all his 
hard work. 
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And a Brand New Web Site! 

 

The Writing Biog-
raphies for Children 
workshop was a huge 
success! The workshop, 
which was held in 
Brentwood on Novem-
ber 8, was chock full of 
information about how 

to write and sell biog-
raphies for children. 
Thank you to presenters 
Debra W. Smith, Amy 
Parker, and librarian An-
gela Frederick. Attendees 
sang your praises! 
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Last  year’s  
revision 
retreat was 
so success-
ful, we 
have decid-
ed to host 
another 
one. This 
year’s  re-
treat will 
also be held at Loucon Retreat 
Center April 4-6, 2014. Cost for 

the entire week-
end, including ac-
commodations, 
food and retreat, is 
$180 for members 
and $190 for non-
members. All at-
tendees will also 
receive a critique 
from either and 

editor or an agent. Space is limited 
to only 40 attendees.  Registration is 
now open on the website! 

  

Writers who use Scrivener LOVE 
Scrivener! Learn how to use it in this 
half-day workshop. 

When: March 15 

Where: Brentwood Library, Brentwood 
TN 

$15 for SCBWI members, $20 for non-
members. Only the first 12 registrants 
will attend! 

If you are interested, please download a 
copy of the software before attending. 
Visit the Scrivener website for prices 
and versions. 

Watch our site for more details 
 

Save the Date for 
the Conference 
 

SAVE THE DATE! 

What: The Spectacular 2014 
Midsouth SCBWI Fall Confer-
ence!  

When: Friday, September 12 – 
Sunday, September 14, 2014. 
(Intensives on Friday the 12, Con-
ference on Saturday the 13 and 
Sunday the 14) 

Who: An amazing line-up of edi-
tors, agents, and best-selling and 
award-winning authors! 

Where: The Embassy Suites Ho-
tel in Franklin, TN (15 minutes 
south of Nashville) 

Why: Craft, creativity, and 
friends! 

Revision Retreat 2014 

Southern Festival of Books 

Thanks to 
all our 
volunteers 
who came 
out to 
work the 
booth 
and sup-
port our 
local au-

thors and speakers. This year, 
the Southern Festival of Books 
will be celebrating October 10-
12, so mark your calendar and 
plan to spend some time with 
some of your favorite local au-
thors. 

The South-
ern Festival 
of Books 
was very 
successful. 
Some of 
our local 
authors 
spoke at 
the festival 
including R.A. Kristin 
O’Donnell  Tubb,  Sharon  
Cameron, Jessica Young and 
C. J. Redwine just to name a 
few. With the help of Parnas-
sus, we were able to offer 17 
titles to festival patrons. 

Coming Soon 

Scrivener Workshop 
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Our Book in the Spot-
light is Nancy Kelly 
Allen’s  latest  book,  
Barreling Over Niagara 
Falls, released in 
March by Pelican Pub-
lishing. 

  

Nancy may be the first 
person in the Midsouth to publish a 
book to earn the Library of Congress 
classification  “Juvenile  biography  – 
Women  daredevils.”  Here’s  more  
about this true story. In 1901, Annie 
Edson Taylor got a big idea that she 
thought just might change her rotten 
luck. With the threat of the poor-
house looming over her head, she de-
cided to make her own destiny by dar-
ing the impossible: barreling over Ni-
agara Falls. To achieve this goal, An-
nie must design her own barrel, capa-
ble of withstanding the falls. And she  
must deal with numerous other obsta-

cles and many critics. The result 
is a bold adventure story in 
which readers follow the sixty-
three-year-old  daredevil’s  search  
for fame and fortune. In this 
picture-book  biography,  Nancy’s  
fine research and writing are 
complimented by the illustra-
tions of Lisa Fields. 

  

Support this Book in the Spotlight – 
and other SCBWI Midsouth titles. 
Here are some things you can do: 

  

Visit  Nancy’s  website From her website, 
become a follower of her blog. 
Talk about Barreling Over Niagara Falls 
on Facebook, Twitter, or Pinterest. Of-
fer a link to information about Nancy 
and the book. 

Review the book at online sites 
(Amazon, Barnes & Noble, or Good-
reads). 

Cheryl Mendenhall was hon-
ored with a Pewter Plate nam-
ing her Highlights Illustrator of 
the Month for her work in the 
October 2013 issue.  

 

Congrats go out to Rhonda 
Rucker! Her novel Swing Low 
Sweet Harriet about the life of 
Harriet Tubman was purchased 
by  Motes Books! 

 

In other sales news, Gail Nall 
sold her book, Don’t  Fall  Down 
to Simon and Schuster for pub-

lication in the Spring of 
2015.  

 

Sharon 
Cameron, 

winner of the 
Crystal Kite Award, sold her 
third book, Rook, to 
Scholastic. Way to go 
Sharon! 

 

Jessica  Young’s  book  
My Blue is Happy was named a 
“Recommended  Book”  with  the  
Charlotte Zolotow Award books 

by    Cooperative  Children’s  Book    
Center. She also signed a four 
book deal with Capstone Press 
for her character Finley Flowers. 
Hurray! 

 

David Arnold sold his 
book Mosquitoland in a 
two book deal with Vi-
king Penguin and the foreign 
rights to eight different nations. 
Woot David!! 

 

 

Good News! 

Spotlight Book  

Save money 
with SCBWI! 

 
Publisher’s  Weekly  offers  

a discounted subscription price to 
all SCBWI members. Check out 
the  website for more details! 

Congratulations to Sharon Cameron on 
winning the Crystal Kite Award for THE 
DARK UNWINDING. Members 
from Kansas, Louisiana, Arkansas, Tennes-
see, Kentucky and Missouri voted THE 
DARK UNWINDING as this year's favor-
ite! 
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