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FRIDAY, September 12th 
INTENSIVES
Pre-conference intensives are available for an additional fee of $50. Registration is 
limited. To register for one or two intensives, please check the appropriate box on your 
online conference registration. Intensive attendees must also be conference attendees. 
Intensive registrations are non-transferrable. 

12:30-2:30 pm Mimi Bliss  Media Training: How to Talk to Reporters with Confidence & Credibility
 Working with the news media is a powerful tool to promote your children’s book. Whether you are writing an email “pitch” to an 

editor or talking on TV, you need to communicate with confidence and credibility.
 This session is interactive and includes on-camera interviews with volunteers from the audience. You’ll receive handouts with 

information about working with reporters, a template to prepare for media interviews, and wallet cards with media tips. Limit 30

12:30-2:30 pm Stacey Barney  Picture Book Revision

 
 Editor Stacey Barney will present a picture book revision intensive that focuses on picture books with a narrative storyline. 

Barney will discuss how to build a compelling story that will allow illustrations to tell at least 50% of the story in a 32-page 
format. Please bring two copies of a complete narrative picture book manuscript. Participants will be working with a partner, so 
please bring material you are comfortable with sharing. We will only be able to work on picture books with a narrative story. 
Limit 30

2:45-4:45 pm Jennifer Rofé  The "So What?" Factor
 When literary agent Jennifer Rofé reads manuscripts and books, she’s always asking herself “So What?” In other words, is this a 

compelling plot? Do the characters have emotional impact? Is every plot point crucial? (The answer to each question should be yes!) 
In this intensive, Jennifer will show you how to find and develop The “So What?” Factor of your story. Limit 30

2:45-4:45 pm Lucy Cummins  Hands on with an AD-Real World Manuscripts-Real World Deadlines
 Art Director Lucy Cummins will provide 2 manuscripts, and artists will choose to either illustrate a middle grade cover or any 

spread in the picture book manuscript. Sketches will be due by July 28th with feedback from the art director returned on August 
15th. Final artwork will be brought to the intensive for public critique on September 12th. Participation in the full intensive is 
limited to 12 artists.

 Registration is also open to those only wishing to observe the critiques and will be limited to 20 observers for a fee of $25. 
Check the “observe only” box on the online registration. 

Pre-Conference Events at the  
Grand Ballroom, Embassy Suites:

SESSION KEY
These keys are suggestions and  
are not mandatory.

 = Recommended for first time 
conference attendees

 = Sessions for illustrators

 = Sessions for novelists  

 = Recommended for Published 
Authors and/or Illustrators (PAL)

 = Sessions for picture book writers  
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7:30-9:30 pm    Midsouth Dessert and Autograph Party with Portfolio Showcase (Grand Ballroom) 
 Come to meet and greet other Midsouth Conference attendees and our esteemed faculty:  Stacey Barney, Robert J. Blake, 

Gennifer Choldenko, Lucy Cummins, Kelly Delaney, Amanda Driscoll, Susan Eaddy, Lauren MacLeod, Katie McGarry, Daniel 
Nayeri, Jennifer Rofé, Ruta Sepetys, Rosemary Stimola, and Kristin O’Donnell Tubb. All events will take place in the Grand 
Ballroom, located on the ground floor of Embassy Suites, where wine, tea, and dessert will be available for conference 
attendees and faculty. Conference folders will be available at the registration table.

 Autograph Party, 7:30-8:30 pm: 
 Purchase that special book and have it signed by conference faculty members Robert J. Blake, Gennifer Choldenko, Susan 

Eaddy, Katie McGarry, Daniel Nayeri, Ruta Sepetys, and Kristin O’Donnell Tubb, as well as other conference-attending authors 
and illustrators.* Friends and family are welcome to attend the autograph portion of the party. 

 *Registered conference attendees, PAL-level SCBWI members only (from any region), limited to the first 12 authors or illustrators 
to complete online conference registration,  pay registration fees, and send in titles (limit 5) with ISBN numbers. Titles for signing 
must be published as children’s literature, be returnable, have no minimum order requirements, and be available from Ingram. 
(Authors and illustrators should determine the publishing date and availability of their titles before deciding to participate.) To 
participate in the 2014 autograph party, all registration, fees, and title information must be received by July 8. Send an email with 
contact info (please indicate whether you are an author, illustrator, or both), along with titles, ISBN numbers, and any questions to 
Jessica Young at jessica@jessicayoungbooks.com. Titles from the autograph party will also be made available for purchase in the 
conference bookstore throughout the weekend.

 Portfolio Showcase, 7:30-9:30 pm: View the beautiful work of our conference-attending illustrators!*
 *To display, bring your portfolio to the registration desk between 4:45-5:15 pm or 6:30-7:15 pm on Friday, September 12. 

There is no charge to display a portfolio. For more info on setting up and displaying a portfolio, see the Portfolio Guidelines at 
midsouthillustrators.blogspot.com. (No digital portfolios. Please collect your portfolio after the Dessert Party at 9:30 pm.)

SCBWI PAL Display: 
 SCBWI members, PAL level (any region), that are attending the Midsouth conference may bring three books (written or 

illustrated for children) and business cards/promotional material for display in the Grand Ballroom on Saturday and Sunday. 
Book set up will take place at 7:00pm, Friday, September 12; book pick up will take place at 1:00 pm Sunday, September 14. 
Autograph party participants will have their books displayed in the conference bookstore.

http://midsouthillustrators.blogspot.com
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Schedule of Events:
(You must pre-register for breakout sessions on the online registration form. Please refer to the brochure when making breakout session choices.)

SATURDAY, September 13th
7:30-8:15 am  Registration 

8:15-8:30 Welcome (Grand Ballroom)

8:30-9:15  Keynote – Gennifer Choldenko  The Domino Theory: How to Craft Better Novels
 Why are you writing this book?  What is more important: plot or character? Discover how plot and character are intrinsically 

linked.  See how your deeper motivations for writing can fuel more compelling stories.

9:15-9:30  Break

9:30-10:30   Breakout I 

   
 A  Kristin O’Donnell Tubb  Children's Writing and Publishing 101 

 “I’ve written a book for teens/tweens/middle graders/children: now what? Do I need an agent? How should I format my 
manuscript? How do I find a publisher? What should I do at THIS conference?” A highly recommended session for those 
attending their first conference or just beginning the writing adventure.

 
 B  Stacey Barney  Chit Chat and Jibber Jabber—In Other Words, Dialogue

 Participants will learn the dos and don’ts of good dialogue as well as how to hone your dialogue with an eye to 
characterization, and ultimately ensure you're getting the most out of your dialogue and not missing any opportunities. 
Please bring no more than 10 pages of your current work-in-progress that contain a considerable amount of dialogue. 

  
 C  Lauren MacLeod  Crafting the Best @You: Best Practices in Building Your Professional Social Networking Brand

 Literary Agent Lauren E. MacLeod (@Lauren_MacLeod) will help writers think about how to develop a coherent 
professional brand for social networks. She will also walk writers through the best practices and the dos and don’ts 
of using social networks for promotion. This class will work equally well for writers just thinking about dipping their 
toes into the world of Twitter in the hopes of meeting an agent, and for authors starting to think about how to use the 
networks they are already on more thoughtfully to promote themselves and their forthcoming books. 

  D  Susan Eaddy  Beginning the Illustrator Journey
 How should I put together my portfolio? Do I need a website? Do I need an agent? Learn strategies for promoting 

yourself and getting your artwork in front of Creative Directors. Tips for illustrators at all levels whether you are fresh out 
of school or just new to the world of children’s books.

10:30-10:45  Break

10:45-11:45   Breakout II  

   
 A  Rosemary Stimola  The Risky Business of Children’s Publishing: An Agent’s View

 An agent shares what captured her attention in the pitches for works successfully published, and offers tips for how to 
craft pitches to garner attention and support in the “risky business” of children’s publishing.

  B  Daniel Nayeri  How To Be Interesting
 An abstract conversation derived from years of Daniel Nayeri hearing the same two questions. As an author the question 

is, “Where do you get your ideas?” As an editor the question is, “What kind of books are you looking for?” Of course, the 
answer to both happens to be, “Whatever’s interesting, I guess.”

 
 

 C  Gennifer Choldenko  Q&A with Gennifer
 Everything you wanted to know about writing, editing, marketing, school visits, and winning the Newbery honor medal 

that you haven’t had a chance, or were too afraid, to ask. 

https://twitter.com/Lauren_MacLeod
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  D   Lucy Cummins and Jennifer Rofé  First Impressions: Illustrator Promo Screening 
 Bring in your best promotional items and see them through an agent and art director’s eyes! Find out what draws the 

eye and what you can do to create the impact you need. (Do not send promo pieces in advance, please bring them with you 
to the session.) 

 No promo pieces yet? No problem! All are welcome to observe.

11:45-12:00  Break

12:00-1:00   Lunch (Atrium) 

1:00-1:10    Break (make your way back to the Grand Ballroom)

1:10-1:50  Author and Illustrator Panel: Setting your Ideas Free
 Authors Gennifer Choldenko, Katie McGarry, Ruta Sepetys, and Kristin O’Donnell Tubb, and author/illustrators Robert J. Blake and 

Amanda Driscoll will discuss their own personal writing and illustrating process and answer questions from conference attendees. 

1:50-2:00  Break

2:00-3:00 First Pages
  First Pages is a unique opportunity to gain insight into the first impression thoughts of an agent or editor when a manuscript 

comes across his/her desk. Anonymous first pages will be chosen randomly, read aloud to the group, and faculty will discuss 
the ever-important question: Would I read more? (First page submission is not required to attend this session, and not all first 
pages will be read. Attendees may pre-register for one session only.) 

 A Picture Book – Daniel Nayeri
 B Middle Grade – Kelly Delaney and Lauren MacLeod
 C Young Adult – Stacey Barney
 To submit a first page, please place two copies (one for the faculty member, one for the reader) of your first page in the session 

submission box for which you have pre-registered: Picture Book, Middle-Grade, or Young Adult. Submission boxes will be located  
at the conference registration desk between 7:30 and 8:15 am on Saturday. First pages must have NO AUTHOR NAME, but may include 
the title, and must be in standard format, on white paper, with 1-inch margins, black ink, 12-point font, and double-spacing.  
Limit 200 words (excluding title), one submission per attendee. First pages exceeding word count, with identifying marks,  
in non-standard format, or placed in the incorrect submission box will be discarded. For additional formatting tips, go HERE.

3:00-3:15   Break

3:15-4:15  Breakout III

   
 A  Jennifer Rofé  Don't Be Weary, It's Just a Query! 

 Stop fretting about how to write a successful query letter; it’s easier than it seems!

  B Kelly Delaney  Timeless vs. Timely: Writing for Young People Today and Tomorrow
 How do you appeal to modern middle-graders and teens without risking that your work instantly become outdated? 

Random House Children's Books imprint Knopf prides itself on publishing books with a long shelf life, and Assistant 
Editor Kelly Delaney examines how to simultaneously capture the attention of teens now and in the future.

  C Ruta Sepetys  The Best Investment: How do I Spend My Marketing Dollars?
 A PAL (Published And Listed) roundtable discussion moderated by Midsouth’s own Ruta Sepetys. Members will cover 

such topics as marketing materials and swag, school visits, book fairs and festivals, launching a book, and your online 
presence. What’s worked? What hasn’t? Feel free to bring samples and materials to share. PAL Coordinator Patsi Trollinger 
will compile all the information that's shared and send it to session attendees post-conference. 

 
 
 D Robert J. Blake  Rough Idea to Credible Sketch or Dummy

 You have a sketchbook full of ideas. How do you weed out the mediocre and choose the gems to develop and show to 
an art director? Robert Blake shares tips and processes for journaling, editing, organizing and corralling your ideas into a 
credible sketch or dummy.

4:15-4:30   Break

http://www.scbwi.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/From-Keyboard_2014.pdf
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Optional Critique Groups, Individual Paid Manuscript and  
Individual Paid Portfolio Critiques 
4:30-6:00 Optional Critique Groups 
 All attendees are invited to bring a manuscript and/or art portfolio to share in an optional, no-charge, critique group session. 

Each group will be assigned according to online registration, and will be given a designated place to meet. Please do not send 
manuscripts or portfolios ahead of time. Attendees will be divided into picture book/early readers and middle grade/young adult 
groups and then into smaller groups by zip code. To be included in the “Listserv Critters” group (for members of the Midsouth 
Kidbooks listserv who exchange material in advance via email), please indicate on the online registration form. Bring the first five 
pages of your work-in-progress or a full picture book manuscript to share with the group for verbal critique. Questions regarding 
Optional Critique Groups may be directed to Erica Rodgers at e.rodgers13@gmail.com. To be included in an illustrators’ group, 
indicate on the online registration form. To participate in an optional critique group, you must register by midnight, August 8th.

 4:30-6:00  Paid Manuscript and Paid Portfolio Critiques (requires pre-registration and prepayment during online registration)

 Individual Paid Manuscript Critiques – Have your work critiqued by a professional in the field of writing for children for 
an additional fee of $40. To be scheduled for an Individual Paid Manuscript Critique check the appropriate box on your online 
registration. See the section of the brochure labeled Individual Paid Manuscript Critiques for details and the submission 
guidelines for 2014. One manuscript critique per attendee, limited to current SCBWI members from any region. Online 
registration and manuscripts must be received by July 11.

 Individual Paid Portfolio Critiques – Have your art critiqued by Art Director Lucy Cummins for an additional fee of $40.  
To be scheduled for an Individual Paid Portfolio Critique check the appropriate box on your online registration. See the section 
of the brochure labeled Individual Paid Portfolio Critique for details and submission guidelines for 2014. (Limited to the first 15 
attendees, conference fees and registration must be received by August 21 to participate. One paid portfolio critique per attendee, 
limited to current SCBWI members from any region.) 

6:30 pm The Kid Lit Creators’ Dinner
 Round off the day with Kid Lit friends, old and new. See “More Conference Events” for the details!
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SUNDAY, September 14: 
7:30-8:15 am   Registration

8:15-8:30 Welcome

8:30-9:30   Rosemary Stimola, Kelley Delaney, and Amanda Driscoll  From Spark to Flame: A Picture Book’s Path to Publication
 A behind-the-scenes look at how the spark of an idea becomes a finished picture book and its many transformations along the 

way, as seen through the eyes of the author/illustrator, agent and editor.  Examples from Amanda Driscoll’s forthcoming debut 
picture book, Duncan the Story Dragon, (Knopf, Spring 2015) will be shared.

9:30-9:40  Break

 9:40-10:40  Breakout IV

 
 

 A Jennifer Rofé  Strong First Pages  
 Your first pages do more heavy lifting than you may realize. So how can you make yours strong? 

  B Daniel Nayeri  How to Sell Me a Book
 A look at the Workman Publishing approach to children’s books and how you can pitch definitive, useful, format-driven 

nonfiction for young readers. Focusing on board books, picture books, books + objects, and middle grade nonfiction 
primarily. 

  C Katie McGarry  Adding Emotional Depth to Your Manuscript
 In this session, we’ll look at how to use body language, visceral emotion, selective word usage, backstory, and setting to 

create characters and scenes that can cause your readers to laugh, cry, and fall in love with your book. 

  D Lucy Cummins and Rosemary Stimola  Spontaneous Portfolio Peeks
 What is your portfolio’s first impression? Find out what catches the eye of an agent and art director as portfolios are 

anonymously flashed across the big screen. In timed segments, learn how other illustrators present their work and  
how you can make your own work stronger. Portfolios will be seen in random order, and not all portfolios will necessarily  
be seen. Do not send art ahead of time, bring portfolios to the session. 

 No portfolio yet? No problem! All are welcome to observe. 
 For more information on putting together a portfolio, see the Portfolio Guidelines at midsouthillustrators.blogspot.com.

10:40-10:50  Break

10:50-11:50   Breakout V

  A Stacey Barney  How to Make An Editor Fall in Love
 Making an editor fall in love with your work isn’t a feat necessarily out of your control. Ultimately, snagging your dream 

editor is about being the best writer you can be. We’ll discuss how to literally and figuratively dot all your i’s and cross all 
your t’s in order to find the best reader, champion and yes, editor for your work.

  B Gennifer Choldenko  Down and Dirty Revision Tips
 Tricks of the trade that will help you take your manuscripts to the next level.  12 ways to improve pacing, deepen 

characterization and tighten mushy middles.

 
 

 C Lauren MacLeod  Crafting the Best @You: Best Practices in Building Your Professional Social Networking Brand
 Literary Agent Lauren E. MacLeod (@Lauren_MacLeod) will help writers think about how to develop a coherent 

professional brand for social networks. She will also walk writers through the best practices and the dos and don’ts 
of using social networks for promotion. This class will work equally well for writers just thinking about dipping their 
toes into the world of Twitter in the hopes of meeting an agent, and for authors starting to think about how to use the 
networks they are already on more thoughtfully to promote themselves and their forthcoming books. 

  D Lucy Cummins  Self-Promotion: How to Get Work, Agented or Not
 In this session Art Director Lucy Cummins will discuss how illustrators get work in children's books, how to get an agent, 

how to flourish without an agent, and an easy-peas-y plan for making a killer web presence that will help you build your 
portfolio and get jobs – even if you’re web-averse.

http://midsouthillustrators.blogspot.com/
https://twitter.com/Lauren_MacLeod
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11:50-12:00  Break

12:00-12:45  Editor, Agent and Art Director Panel  Freeing Your Creativity and Taking It to the World 
 Hear the wisdom of Stacey Barney, Lucy Cummins, Kelly Delaney, Lauren MacLeod, Daniel Nayeri, Jennifer Rofé, and  

Rosemary Stimola as they discuss how writers and illustrators can take their ideas into the wider world. Faculty will also 
answer questions from conference attendees. 

12:45-1:00  Contest Winners, Door Prizes, Closing Remarks 

FACULTY:
Stacey Barney is a Senior Editor at Penguin/Putnam Books for Young Readers and acquires a wide range of middle grade and 
young adult fiction and nonfiction, and select picture books. She has edited 2013 Coretta Scott King Honor-winning, Ellen’s Broom 
by Kelly Starling Lyons and illustrated by Daniel Minter; Kristin Levine’s award-winning The Lions of Little Rock; Tara Sullivan’s 
Golden Boy, a YALSA Top Ten Book for Young Adults; The Black City series; Boys, Girls & Other Hazardous Materials by Rosalind 
Wiseman, NYT bestselling author of Queen Bees and Wannabes, the book that inspired Mean Girls; the NYT bestselling  
Ask Elizabeth by accomplished actress Elizabeth Berkley; award-winning Sparrow Road by Sheila O’Connor and most recently  
The Well’s End by Seth Fishman and The Secret Hum of a Daisy by Tracy Holczer.

Robert J. Blake was born in New Jersey and studied at the Paier College of Art, Academie de la Grande Chaumiere Paris, and 
the Art Students League of New York. Mr. Blake is the author and illustrator of many books including Akiak, Togo, and Painter 
and Ugly. He is the winner of many awards including the Texas Bluebonnet Award, the Irma S. Black Award, the Washington 
Children’s Choice Award, and the Young Hoosier Award. He has lived in New Jersey, California, Australia, and France, and 
currently lives in Tennessee.

Mimi Bliss prepares clients to speak with confidence and credibility when the stakes are high: a media interview, speech or 
presentation. Since founding Bliss Communications in 1997, Mimi has provided media training, presentation coaching and media 
relations consulting for professionals and organizations. Clients of Bliss Communications include Fortune 50 companies and 
organizations in a range of industries, including healthcare, automotive, higher education, nonprofit and government. Mimi has 
more than two decades of communications experience in journalism and public relations. She was an on-camera reporter for ABC 
and NBC television affiliates and a freelance field producer for the Today Show and NBC Nightly News. In other previous positions, 
she served as corporate spokesperson for a major restaurant chain and managed media relations for a hospital. She earned a 
degree in public policy from Duke University and lives in Nashville, Tenn.

Gennifer Choldenko’s first novel, Notes from a Liar and Her Dog, was a School Library Journal Best Book of the Year and a 
California Book Award winner. Her second novel, Al Capone Does My Shirts, was a Newbery Honor Book and a School Library 
Journal, Kirkus, and Publishers Weekly Best Book of the Year. Al Capone Does My Shirts has sold more than a million copies 
worldwide. It has been on the New York Times, Booksense, and Publishers Weekly bestseller lists. Her most recent picture book,  
A Giant Crush (illustrated by Melissa Sweet), was published in 2011. If a Tree Falls at Lunch Period, an ALA notable recording, just 
came out in paperback and her novel Al Capone Shines My Shoes – a sequel to the beloved Al Capone Does My Shirts – is a Kirkus, 
Amazon, Barnes & Noble, and Chicago Public Library Best of the Best for 2009. Her first fantasy novel, No Passengers Beyond This 
Point was called “a fast-paced mind bender” and a “Wonderfully imagined adventure story.” Her newest novel, Al Capone Does My 
Homework, the last book in the Al Capone trilogy, was released in August 2013. Gennifer’s books have been translated into 
thirteen languages. gennifercholdenko.com

Continued on next page …

http://www.gennifercholdenko.com
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Lucy Cummins is an Art Director with Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers and Paula Wiseman Books where she works  
on a range of titles from picture books to young adult novels. She has worked on a number of award-winning and New York 
Times bestselling books including Mousetronaut by Mark Kelly, illustrated by C.F. Payne; Warning: Do Not Open This Book, by  
Adam Lehrhaupt, illustrated by Matthew Forsythe; Henny written and illustrated by Elizabeth Rose Stanton; The Boy and the 
Airplane written and illustrated by Mark Pett; Cats’ Night Out by Caroline Stutson, illustrated by Jon Klassen. She lives in Brooklyn, 
New York and once worked at a Taco Bell restaurant.

Kelly Delaney is an Assistant Editor at Alfred A. Knopf Books for Young Readers, where she acquires and edits picture books and 
middle grade and young adult novels. She’s been at Random House Children’s Books for four years, and in that time has been 
fortunate enough to work with many esteemed authors including R.J. Palacio, Markus Zusak, Christopher Paolini, Jeanne Birdsall, 
Jane Smiley, and Norton Juster, among others. She is always on the lookout for quirky humor, bright characters, and writers that 
don’t underestimate their readers.

Amanda Driscoll is the author/illustrator of Duncan the Story Dragon, her forthcoming debut picture book (Alfred A. Knopf/
Random House, 2015). She is also a freelance graphic designer. She lives near Louisville, Kentucky with her husband, two 
children, and two rowdy rescue dogs. Amanda is proud to be part of the talented SCBWI Midsouth region. Her website is 
amandadriscoll.com.

Susan Eaddy is the Illustrator Coordinator for the Midsouth SCBWI. She works in her attic studio and creates all of her  
trade book and magazine illustrations out of modeling clay. She has illustrated more than 80 books in the educational market, 
was an Art Director for fifteen years and won international 3D illustration awards and a Grammy nomination. She loves to travel 
and has used the opportunity to do school visits anywhere in the world from Taiwan to Alabama to Hong Kong! susaneaddy.com

Lauren E. MacLeod joined The Strothman Agency in 2007 after graduating from Emerson College with a BFA in Writing, 
Literature and Publishing.  She specializes in young adult and middle grade fiction (including Jodi Meadows, author of the 
Incarnate series and Hélène Boudreau, author of the Real Mermaids series) in addition to handling the Barbara Cooney Estate  
and foreign and subsidiary rights for the Strothman Agency. She is a full member of the Association of Authors Representatives.  
She lives in Nashville, TN and tweets under @Lauren_MacLeod. 

Katie McGarry was a teenager during the age of grunge and boy bands and remembers those years as the best and worst of  
her life. She is a lover of music, happy endings, reality television, and is a secret University of Kentucky basketball fan. Katie is  
the author of full length YA novels, Pushing The Limits, Dare You To, Crash Into You, Take Me On, and Breaking the Rules and the 
e-novellas, Crossing The Line and Red At Night. 
Her debut YA novel, Pushing The Limits was a 2012 Goodreads Choice Finalist for YA Fiction, a RT Magazine’s 2012 Reviewer’s 
Choice Awards Nominee for Young Adult Contemporary Novel, a double Rita Finalist, and a 2013 YALSA Top Ten Teen Pick.  
Dare You To was also a Goodreads Choice Finalist for YA Fiction and won RT Magazine’s Reviewer’s Choice Best Book Award for 
Young Adult Contemporary fiction in 2013. 

Daniel Nayeri was born in Iran and spent a couple of years as a refugee before immigrating to Oklahoma at age eight with  
his family. He is the author of Straw House, Wood House, Brick House, Blow, a collection of four novellas, which have been called, 
“the writer’s equivalent of a singer with a four-octave range.’‘ He is the director of children’s publishing at Workman Publishing 
Company. Before entering children’s publishing, he was a pastry chef. 

http://www.amandadriscoll.com/Home.html
http://www.susaneaddy.com/
https://twitter.com/Lauren_MacLeod
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Jennifer Rofé represents projects ranging from picture books to YA. Middle grade is her soft spot and she’s open to all genres in this 
category, especially the tender, hilarious, or zany. She is always looking for fresh and distinct voices; stories that simultaneously tug at 
her heartstrings and make her laugh out loud; and “adorkable” heroes. As for YA, Jennifer is drawn to contemporary works; dramatic, 
funny, or cringe-worthy romance; and urban fantasy/light sci-fi. She’s especially interested in smart stories that are layered, complex, 
and unexpected, and she appreciates big, developed worlds. In terms of picture books, she is interested in character-driven projects 
and smart, exceptional writing. Jennifer also represents illustrators and author-illustrators.

Ruta Sepetys is a New York Times bestselling author of historical fiction and credits SCBWI for her path to publication. Ruta’s 
debut novel, Between Shades of Gray, was inspired by her family’s history in Lithuania. Her latest novel, Out of the Easy, is set in 
the French Quarter of New Orleans in 1950 and explores the historical struggles of identity and personal freedom. Ruta’s novels 
are published in 47 countries, 33 languages and have won over seventy awards, including SCBWI’s Golden Kite for Fiction.
www.rutasepetys.com 
www.facebook.com/rutasepetys 
www.twitter.com/rutasepetys

Rosemary Stimola, a former professor of language and literature and an award-winning children’s bookseller, formalized the 
Stimola Literary Studio in 1997. Representing both fiction and nonfiction from preschool through young adult, she is honored to 
count among her clients many award-winning authors and illustrators including New York Times Bestselling Suzanne Collins, Jodi 
Lynn Anderson and Lisa Papademetriou; National Book Award and Newbery Honor Medalist Thanhha Lai, Sibert Medalist Tanya 
Lee Stone; and author/illustrators Matthew Cordell, Barney Saltzberg among others. She is particularly excited to welcome debut 
author/illustrator Amanda Driscoll to her studio roster.

Kristin O’Donnell Tubb's fantasy debut, The 13th Sign, released in 2013 (Feiwel & Friends/Macmillan 2013), and was a Spring 
2013 IndieNext selection. Tubb is also the author of Selling Hope (Feiwel & Friends/Macmillan 2010). It was a finalist for the 2012 
National Homeschool Book Award and a winner of SCBWI’s 2011 Crystal Kite Member’s Choice Award. Tubb's other titles include 
Autumn Winifred Oliver Does Things Different (Delacorte Press/Random House 2008), which was selected by the Tennessee State 
Library to represent the state of Tennessee at the 2009 National Book Festival and was nominated for the Volunteer State Book 
Award (2011 – 2012 list). Kristin Tubb is delighted to serve as the Regional Advisor for the Midsouth SCBWI region, which 
includes Tennessee and Kentucky. Please visit her website: www.kristintubb.com. 

REGISTRATION
Registration for the 2014 Midsouth Fall Conference is limited to the first 200 attendees. Register early to ensure your spot! To register for the conference 
and select your breakout sessions, please go to midsouth.scbwi.org and click on the link for the 2014 Midsouth Fall Conference. Registrations are online 
only. Payment of fees must be made online with a credit card or Paypal. Registration closes September 1st. Anyone wishing to register after September 
1st should contact Mary Uhles at mary@maryuhles.com to be added to a waiting list. Note: In the event of your cancellation, a refund of conference tuition is 
available only if there is an existing waiting list. SCBWI Midsouth will withhold a $50 handling fee in the event of your cancellation. 

SCBWI MIDSOUTH FALL CONFERENCE TUITION:

Early Bird Tuition SCBWI member Non-member 

Full day Saturday only $120 $140 

Half day Sunday only $80 $100 
Full conference for both Saturday AND Sunday $150 $170 

Tuition after July 8: SCBWI member Non-member 

Full day Saturday only  $140 $160 
Half day Sunday only $100  $120 

Full conference for both Saturday AND Sunday $170 $190

http://midsouth.scbwi.org/


11SCBWI Midsouth Fall Conference  September 12, 13 and 14, 2014

INDIVIDUAL PAID MANUSCRIPT CRITIQUES (Optional) 
Two kinds of Individual Manuscript Critiques will be offered: Face-to-Face, or Written-Only. Both Face-to-Face and Written-Only Manuscript 
Critiques will be offered for an extra nonrefundable charge of $40, and will have the same submission guidelines and due dates. One Individual 
Manuscript Critique per attendee, limited to current SCBWI members from any region. Please choose either Face-to-Face or Written-Only on 
your online registration. 

Face-to-Face Individual Paid Manuscript Critiques will offer 15 minutes of verbal critique given by a member of the 2014 Midsouth Conference 
faculty (see bios of Stacey Barney, Gennifer Choldenko, Kelly Delaney, Lauren MacLeod, Daniel Nayeri, Jennifer Rofé, Rosemary Stimola, and Kristin 
O’Donnell Tubb), or by an additional editor or agent. Face-to-Face critiques will also include written comments. Every effort will be made to place 
Face-to-Face Manuscript Critiques within the Individual Paid Critique time allotted in the conference schedule. After these slots are filled, however, 
some critiques may take place during breakout sessions. See below for submission and formatting guidelines*.

Written-Only Individual Paid Manuscript Critiques Picture Book critiques will be given by Ariel Richardson (Assistant Editor, Chronicle Books). 
Middle Grade and Young Adult critiques will be given by Taylor Norman (Assistant Editor, Chronicle Books) and Talia Benamy (Editorial Assistant, 
Philomel Books/Penguin). Submitted manuscripts and critiques will be available for pick up at the conference registration table from 4:30 to 5:00 pm 
on Saturday, or during registration 7:30-8:15 am on Sunday. See below for submission and formatting guidelines*.

Individual Paid Manuscript Critique Submission Guidelines  
(Face-to-Face and Written-Only) *:

For $40, you may submit one of the following
• One correctly formatted picture book ms., picture book dummy**, short story ms., or up to 10 pages of poems, 

OR
• A one-page (single-spaced) synopsis of a fiction or non-fiction project, plus up to the first 10 pages (double-spaced) of the corresponding 
ms., correctly formatted. (Note: entire ms. submission including synopsis and chapter[s] should not total more than 11 pages.)

*Formatting Guidelines:

Mss. for critique must be in standard format. Standard format is white paper, 12-point type, black ink, 1-inch margins, double-spaced (note 
that synopses may be single-spaced) with a standard font such as Times New Roman. No other criteria will be used to determine standard 
format for Individual Paid Manuscript Critiques. For additional formatting tips, go HERE. Please make sure all pages are numbered, and 
that title, author name, author contact information, and genre (picture book, middle-grade, young adult, non-fiction, etc.) 
are present on the first page. The name on your manuscript must match the name on your conference registration even if you 
write under a pseudonym. Mss. submitted in non-standard format will be discarded and sender will be given a chance to re-submit.  
If re-submission arrives after the deadline, the ms. will be discarded. 

**Picture Book Dummies:

Illustrators who also write may be allowed to submit a picture book dummy for an Individual Manuscript Critique. Dummy must be 
accompanied by a properly formatted ms., and certain criteria must be met and permission granted before a dummy can be accepted.  
Please contact Susan Eaddy (Illustrator Coordinator) at claythings@susaneaddy.com for details of the permission process. 

Continued on next page …

http://www.scbwi.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/From-Keyboard_2014.pdf
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Submitting for an Individual Paid Manuscript Critique:
All manuscripts or dummies for paid critique, either Face-to-Face or Written-Only, must be received by postal mail no later than July 11, with online 
conference registration completed and all fees paid. Do not send ms. submission in any way that requires a signature of receipt! Please write either 
“Face-to-Face” or “Written-Only” on the outside of the envelope, as well as your manuscript’s genre. 

Mail your ms. for critique to:

SCBWI Midsouth 
Individual Paid Ms. Critique 
P.O. Box 100 
Arrington, TN  37014  
(insert “Written-Only” or “Face-to-Face” on this line) 
(insert genre, i.e. Picture Book, Middle Grade, Young Adult, or Non-Fiction, on this line)

Mail early! If your ms. arrives after July 11, you will be informed and your ms. will be returned to you at the conference. The fee is nonrefundable.

Note: Individual Paid Manuscript Critiques have a different submission policy than the Fiction Manuscript Contest. Do not include Fiction Manuscript Contest 
entries with manuscripts for Individual Paid Manuscript Critiques. For Fiction Manuscript Contest guidelines, go to midsouth.scbwi.org and click the link for 
the 2014 Midsouth Fiction Manuscript Contest.

INDIVIDUAL PAID PORTFOLIO CRITIQUES (Optional):
Portfolio critiques by Art Director Lucy Cummins will be available for $40 per 15-minute critique, and are limited to the first 15 received. To be 
scheduled for an Individual Paid Portfolio Critique, please check the appropriate box on your online registration form. Online registration must be 
complete and all fees received by August 21 to be scheduled for a portfolio critique. Please bring portfolio with you to the conference, do not send art 
ahead of time. One portfolio critique per attendee, limited to current SCBWI members from any region.

Every effort will be made to place portfolio critiques within the Individual Paid Critique time allotted in the schedule. After these slots are filled, 
however, some critiques may take place during breakout sessions. 

Note: Individual Paid Portfolio Critiques have a different submission policy from the 2014 Illustrator Contest. For complete Illustrator Contest 
guidelines, please go to www.scbwi-midsouth.org, and click on the link for the 2014 Midsouth Illustrator Contest. Guidelines will also be found  
at midsouthillustrators.blogspot.com.

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS  
Embassy Suites-Cool Springs 
820 Crescent Centre Drive 
Franklin, TN 37067 
615-515-5151 
www.nashvillesouth.embassysuites.com

All rooms at Embassy Suites include a living area with sleeper sofa, refrigerator, 
coffee maker, microwave, and a separate bedroom with one king or two queen 
size beds. A cooked to order breakfast, Manager’s reception, and use of the 
business center is included for every guest at no extra charge. Fitness area, 
indoor pool, wireless internet, and free shuttle within a five mile radius are also 
available. Self-parking is free at Embassy Suites, valet parking available for $10 
per night. Room rates are $134 for single and double occupancy, $154 for triple 
occupancy, and $174 for quadruple occupancy; please use the promo code SCB 
when reserving your room. Note: Reserve early! The promo code will expire at 
midnight, August 12. 
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http://midsouth.scbwi.org
http://midsouthillustrators.blogspot.com
http://midsouth.scbwi.org/2014-illustrator-contest/
http://midsouth.scbwi.org/2014-fiction-manuscript-contest/
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DATES TO REMEMBER:

June 1 Online conference registration opens (go to midsouth.scbwi.org 
and select 2014 Midsouth Fall Conference)

July 8 Last day conference registration, fees, and list of titles with 
ISBNs may be received for participation in the Midsouth 
Conference Autograph Party

July 8 Last day for early bird conference registration and rates
July 8 Last day conference registration and fees may be received 

for participation in the 2014 Fiction Manuscript Contest 
July 8 Fiction Manuscript Contest begins, 8:00 pm EDT/7:00 pm 

CDT 
July 10 Fiction Manuscript Contest ends, 8:00 pm EDT/7:00 pm CDT
July 11 Last day manuscripts (along with conference registration 

and fees) may be received for an Individual Paid Manuscript 
Critique. (Please allow the post office adequate time for delivery!)

July 12 Fiction Manuscript Contest fees due, 8:00 pm EDT/7:00 pm 
CDT (notified entrants only)

July 15 Last day conference registration and fees may be received 
to participate in the FULL Illustrator Intensive with Lucy 
Cummins. Observers may register until the spaces are filled.

July 28 Last day sketches for the Illustrator Intensive may be 
received by the Illustrator Coordinator 

August 8 Last day to register to participate in an optional critique group
August 12 Special conference room rate for Embassy Suites ends  

at midnight. 
August 21 Last day conference registration and fees may be received 

to be scheduled for an Individual Paid Portfolio Critique
Sept. 1 Last day Conference Registration and fees may be received 

online (to be placed on a waiting list after this date, contact 
Mary Uhles at mary@maryuhles.com)

Sept. 12 PAL Display book and promotional materials drop off: 7:00 pm
Sept. 12 Illustrator portfolio display turn-in times: 4:45-5:15 pm, or 

6:30-7:15 pm (Embassy Suites)
Sept. 12 Illustrator Contest entries turn in times: 4:45-5:15 pm, or 

6:30-7:15 pm
Sept. 13 Illustrator Contest entries turn in times: 7:30-8:15 am

Midsouth SCBWI logo created by Susan Eaddy | susaneaddy.com

Conference brochure design and illustration by Kris Sexton | krissexton.com

MORE CONFERENCE 
EVENTS!
The Annual Midsouth Fiction Manuscript Contest: For 
attendees of the Midsouth Conference. Winners in the Picture 
Book, Middle Grade, and Young Adult categories will be 
announced at the conference on Sunday, September 14 and will 
receive an invitation to submit their work to this year’s judge. 
For contest rules, dates and times, click the Midsouth Fiction 
Manuscript Contest link at scbwi-midsouth.org. Fee of $12,  
limited to the first 20 entrants in each category. 

The Annual Midsouth Illustrator Contest: For attendees 
of the Midsouth Conference. Contest entries will be displayed 
for judge Lucy Cummins and all conference attendees. Winning 
artwork will be announced on Saturday, September 13th 
and will become part of the yearly Midsouth Illustrator Hall 
of Fame display. For details and contest guidelines, click the 
Midsouth Illustrator Contest link at midsouth.scbwi.org, or go to 
midsouthillustrators.blogspot.com. Register for the contest when 
you register for the conference. Entry fee of $12.

The SCBWI Midsouth Kid Lit Creators’ Dinner at Cozymel’s, 
September 13, 6:30 pm: Want to meet old friends or make new 
ones? Want to ask questions or just blow off steam after a day 
packed with learning? Then join us at Cozymel’s! Attendees new 
to the industry can sit with experienced authors and illustrators 
and keep the creativity flowing. 

For $35 you get a buffet dinner, dessert and all the Kid Lit 
compadres you can handle. Seating is limited and reserved on 
a first come first served basis. Register for the Kid Lit Creators’ 
Dinner when you register for the conference. Anyone and 
everyone welcome!

FOR MORE INFO ABOUT:
Online conference registration:  
Kurt Hampe at kurt@kurthampe.com

Illustrator info:  
Susan Eaddy at claythings@susaneaddy.com

Optional Critique Group:  
Erica Rodgers at e.rodgers13@gmail.com

Kid Lit Creator Dinner:  
Debbie Emory-Utzig at demory3@comcast.net

General Questions/Volunteering:  
Genetta Adair at expressdog@bellsouth.net

General Questions/Paid Critiques:  
Sharon Cameron at sharon@sharoncameronbooks.com

http://midsouth.scbwi.org
http://midsouth.scbwi.org/
http://midsouthillustrators.blogspot.com
http://www.susaneaddy.com/
http://www.krissexton.com/

