
2014 Midsouth Fall Conference FAQs: 

 
 

1. How to prepare for the conference: Read books by the featured authors and illustrators. 

Research the faculty members to equip you for the opportunity to ask informed questions after 

their presentations. 

 

2. Conference Registration Folders: Your individualized conference folder may be picked up 

from the registration table on Friday, September 12
th

 at 7:30 p.m., Grand Ballroom of Embassy 

Suites during the Dessert and Autograph Party. You may also pick up your conference folder on 

Saturday or Sunday morning from 7:30 to 8:15 a.m. at the registration table located near the 

Grand Ballroom, Embassy Suites. Your conference folder will contain your name badge, a 

personalized letter with your schedule of breakout sessions (based on your 1
st
 and 2

nd
 choice 

selections during online registration), faculty information, and breakout session locations. 

Conference folders are alphabetized by last name. If you registered online with a pen name, your 

folder will be under that name. Please understand that there will be no selection changes 

possible, due to space issues.  

 

3. Food: Complimentary coffee and hot tea will be available both mornings during 

registration. Saturday lunch in the Atrium is included in the conference tuition. Other drinks and 

snacks may be purchased in the hotel lobby. For those staying at Embassy Suites, a breakfast 

buffet is included with the hotel room. 

 

4. Paid Face-to-Face Manuscript Critiques: We guarantee a professional critique; we cannot 

guarantee a critique with an editor or agent. The critiquer will bring notes to the critique. The 

critiquer will meet privately with you for 15 minutes to discuss your work. Arrive a few minutes 

before the time scheduled in your conference folder, with an open mind, prepared to receive 

constructive criticism to make your manuscript the best it can be. 

 

For more detailed information on Paid Face-to-Face Manuscript Critiques, click: 

The ABCs of an Individual Paid Manuscript Critique. 

  

5. Bookstore: The Conference Bookstore will be in the lobby of the hotel, with cash or credit 

card payment options. It will be open during conference hours. If there is a book you know you 

want signed, you will need to purchase it Friday night during the Dessert and Autograph Party. 

 

6. What to bring to the conference:  

- Two copies of your first page (if you wish to submit to the First Pages Session for which you  

  registered online) 

- Note-taking materials for your personal use  

- The first 5 pages of your manuscript (if you registered for the Optional Peer Group Critiques) 

- You might want to bring business cards to exchange with other writers and illustrators 

 

- Illustrators: You might want to bring postcards of your work in addition to business cards to 

exchange. You might want to bring your portfolio for the Friday night Portfolio Showcase and/or 

http://midsouth.scbwi.org/wp-content/blogs.dir/51/files/2014/06/ABC-of-Paid-Manuscript-Critique.pdf


the Portfolio Peeks breakout session. If you registered for the Promo Screening, bring 

promotional items. You might want to bring supplies for sketching during the conference.  

  

Do not bring query letters or manuscripts to submit to the faculty while at the conference. The 

conference is not the place to give your work to an editor or agent. If you would like to query a 

conference editor or agent, you’ll be given guidelines for how to do that formally, after the 

conference.  

 

7. What a pre-published author and/or illustrator can expect from the conference: A 

conference is not the place to get a contract or an offer of representation. It is a place to learn 

about the book business industry, improve your craft, and network with other writers and 

illustrators to help you find success. And the Midsouth Fall Conference is a great place to have 

fun while learning and making those contacts! 

 

8. Questions to ask and questions to avoid: During the Q&A time of a presentation, ask 

questions about process, craft, or the industry of children’s literature. Don’t ask personal 

questions that only apply to your own work. Trying to get “noticed” in this way often backfires. 

 

9. How to approach an agent or editor: If you get an opportunity to speak with agents or 

editors while at the conference, don’t tell them about your work unless they ask. If they do ask, 

you’ll want to be prepared to answer what you’re working on in one sentence. If they don’t ask, 

use that opportunity to ask them questions to help you understand their personal tastes and 

interests. This will help you evaluate which agents/editors are best for you to query after the 

conference.  

   

10. Pitching to agents/editors at this conference: You should not pitch to the agents or editors 

at any time during the conference unless you are asked what you’re working on, which rarely 

happens. If that happens, though, you will want to be able to answer in one brief sentence. 

  

11. How to network: Show respect. Include others. Mingle. Don’t be aggressive. Do not ask 

faculty authors or illustrators for the name of their agent, art director, or editor. 

  

12. Why you want to network: Conference colleagues share the same experiences you face in 

this industry. Relationships with other writers and illustrators can enhance your experiences and 

may even develop into future critique groups and close friendships. SCBWI fosters supportive, 

encouraging attitudes in a constructive setting. 

 

13. What to wear: Everything from business casual to nice jeans. You want to feel comfortable 

yet also show that you don’t think the conference experience is trivial. Because some conference 

rooms may feel warm while others may feel cold, you will want to dress in layers. 

 

For a fun overview of what to do and what NOT to do at the Midsouth Fall Conference, 

check out the YouTube cartoon “Your Conference and You.”   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wTnNxah7IIE

