
The ABCs of an Individual Paid Manuscript Critique 

at the 

SCBWI Midsouth Fall Conference 

A: Be an SCBWI member! 

Individual Paid Manuscript Critiques are open to SCBWI members only. You can be a member 

of any region, not just the Midsouth. Make sure your membership is current. 

B: Be prompt! Your manuscript must be emailed by the due date given in the conference 

brochure. 

We have promised to deliver your manuscript to your critiquer by a certain date.  If we don’t 

have your pages, we can’t deliver them.  See the conference brochure for email instructions, 

including the correct email address and subject line, as well as the cut-off date.  Refunds for paid 

manuscript critiques are not available. 

C: Be detailed! Your manuscript must have the correct formatting and number of pages, as 

specified in the brochure. 

Read the brochure instructions for formatting and submission guidelines.  Be sure to follow all 

the directions.  Be sure to you include your name and contact information on the manuscript.  Do 

not exceed the page limit.  You can see sample pages here.  If your manuscript arrives with 

formatting issues, we’ll let you know and give you a chance to resubmit, but you still need to 

make that due date. 

D: Be excited! Someone great is going to critique your manuscript. 

The Midsouth does not randomly match critiquers with manuscripts, nor do we dole out 

manuscripts in the order they arrive. Instead each manuscript is matched to its very, very best 

critiquer possible, to give that attendee the most pertinent, useful information about their writing. 

This is a process with many variables! The number of critiques a faculty member is willing to do, 

what genres a faculty member has requested to see (or to not see!), and how many critique slots 

are available for a specific age level are all factors that must be taken into consideration. It could 

mean, for example, that almost all Middle grade fantasy goes to an author one year, while almost 

all the Middle Grade fantasy goes to an editor the next. It’s a giant puzzle requiring time and 

brain power to sort!  

Getting an author for critique (rather than an editor or agent) is never a statement about the 

quality of your writing. It only means that was the very best opportunity available for your 

particular manuscript for that particular year.  In our experience, authors often give the BEST, 

most constructive critiques. 

It is the passion, goal and mission of SCBWI Midsouth that every manuscript finds the 

opportunity for improvement, and every writer finds their dream editor or agent. 

E: Be ready! You’re getting a Face-to-Face Manuscript Critique. 

When you register for a Face-to-Face Critique at the conference, you will be scheduled for a 15-

minute time slot with your critiquer either on Saturday or Sunday. The name of your critiquer 

http://www.scbwi.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/From-Keyboard_2014.pdf


and your time slot will be in your personal registration folder. MAKE A NOTE OF THE TIME 

OF YOUR CRITIQUE! Missed critiques cannot be rescheduled. 

Study the conference map ahead of time and know where your critique will take place. 

Arrive 5-10 minutes early. 

Be prepared to take notes and to mostly just LISTEN. Let your critiquer finish their complete 

thoughts, and be prepared for criticism. Perfect manuscripts do not exist! That’s why we submit 

for critique. It’s also a great idea to have a list of questions ready for when your critiquer has 

finished communicating their ideas. 

F: Be open! You signed up for a Written-Only Manuscript Critique. 

Written-Only critiques are available for pick-up at the place and times notated in the conference 

brochure. Read your critiquer’s comments thoroughly, take the time to digest them, and then 

read them again. And again. You may not have the advantage of your critiquer’s inflections or 

tone of voice with a Written-Only critique, but you do have the advantage of pondering their 

exact thoughts several times. 

Critique = Constructive Criticism = Better Manuscript = Better Writer 

Best of luck with your Individual Paid Manuscript Critique at the SCBWI Midsouth Fall 

Conference! 


