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FRIDAY, September 16th
INTENSIVES
Pre-conference intensives are available for an additional fee of $50 each. Registration is limited. To register for one or two 
intensives, please check the appropriate box on your online conference registration. Intensive attendees must also be conference 
attendees. Intensive registrations are non-transferable and there will be no refunds.

12:30-2:30 pm  Darcy Pattison  UnCommon Ways to Revise Your Novel

FT  Nov.  PAL  
 The function of the first draft of a novel is to figure out the story; the function of every draft after that is to 

figure out how to tell the story in the most dramatic way possible. Learn how to re-envision your novel with 
the Shrunken Manuscript technique, Spreadsheet Plotting, and more. Limit 30

12:30-2:30 pm  Liz Van Doren  The Emotional Journey in Picture Books

FT  Illus.  PAL   
In this intensive we’ll explore how creating a picture book plot and working on character development is 

PB  
 really the same as when you’re working a novel, just with many fewer words. We’ll do some exercises 
that will help you get to know your characters and will discuss how to manage your plots so everything 
essential to the story is there without the word count running away with the manuscript. Limit 30

2:45-4:45 pm  Jill Santopolo  From Beginning to End: Tips on Plotting Your Plot

FT  Nov.  PAL   
Are you having trouble with your plot? Are you stuck somewhere in the muddle of the middle? Does your 
character have a lot of emotions but not much to do? We’ll look at a ton of different plotting tools so you’ll 
know just what to try next time you’re caught in a plot problem again! (Note: This also works as a way to 
outline a new project.) Limit 30

2:45-4:45 pm  Katrina Damkoehler  Illustrating a “Gift Book”

Illus.  Explore the unique style and design challenges that come with illustrating a "gift book" (publishing 
speak for a picture book that appeals to children and adults equally—intended to be given as a gift at 
baby showers, graduations, and other milestone events in life).

 Conference registration, intensive registration, and all fees must be received by July 15th to participate. 
Limit 15

 Want to observe this intensive? Illustrators wishing to observe only may do so for a fee of $25.  
Check the “observe only” box on the online registration. Limit 15

SESSION KEY 

  =  Recommended for first time 
conference attendees

  = Sessions for illustrators

  = Sessions for novelists 

  =  Recommended for Published 
Authors and/or Illustrators (PAL)

  = Sessions for picture book writers 
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7:30-9:30 pm Midsouth Dessert and Autograph Party with Portfolio Showcase 
 Come to meet and greet other Midsouth Conference attendees and our esteemed faculty:  

Robert J. Blake, Kimberly Brubaker Bradley, Alli Brydon, Sharon Cameron, Katrina Damkoehler,  
Susan Eaddy, Allison Moore, Darcy Pattison, Holly Root, Kathleen Rushall, Jill Santopolo,  
Courtney C. Stevens, Kristin O’Donnell Tubb, Mary Uhles, Liz Van Doren, and Shelli Wells (S.R. Johannes). 
All events will take place on the ground floor of Embassy Suites, where wine, tea, and dessert will be 
available for conference attendees and faculty. Conference folders will be available at the conference 
registration desk.

 Autograph Party, 7:30-8:30 pm 
 Purchase that special book and have it signed by conference faculty members Robert J. Blake, 

Kimberly Brubaker Bradley, Sharon Cameron, Susan Eaddy, Darcy Pattison, Jill Santopolo,  
Courtney C. Stevens, Kristin O’Donnell Tubb, Mary Uhles, and Shelli Wells (S.R. Johannes) as well  
as other conference-attending authors and illustrators.* Friends and family are welcome to attend  
the autograph portion of the party. 

 *Registered conference attendees, PAL-level SCBWI members only (from any region), limited to the first 12 
authors or illustrators to complete online conference registration, pay registration fees, and send in titles 
(limit 5) with ISBN numbers. Titles for signing must be published as children’s literature, be returnable, 
have no minimum order requirements, and be available from Ingram. Exceptions may be made if the book 
is already stocked by Parnassus Books. (Authors and illustrators should determine the publishing date and 
availability of their titles before deciding to participate.) To participate in the 2016 autograph party, all 
registration, fees, and title information must be received by July 8. Send an email with contact info (please 
indicate whether you are an author, illustrator, or both), along with titles, ISBN numbers, and any questions 
to Jessica Young at jessica@jessicayoungbooks.com. Titles from the autograph party will also be made 
available for purchase in the conference bookstore throughout the weekend.

 Portfolio Showcase, 7:30-9:30 pm: View the beautiful work of our conference-attending 
illustrators!*

 *To display, bring your portfolio to the conference registration desk between 4:45-6:30 pm on Friday, 
September 16th. There is no charge to display a portfolio. For more info on setting up and displaying a 
portfolio, see the Portfolio Guidelines at www.midsouth.scbwi.org/illustrator-lounge. (No digital portfolios. 
Please collect your portfolio after the Dessert Party at 9:30 pm. SCBWI cannot be held responsible for 
damaged or torn materials and/or portfolios not picked up at this time.)

 SCBWI PAL Display
 SCBWI members, PAL level (any region), that are attending the Midsouth conference may bring up to 

three books (written or illustrated for children) and business cards/promotional material for display 
in the Grand Ballroom on Saturday and Sunday. Book set up will take place at 7:00 pm, Friday, 
September 16th; book pick up will take place at 1:00 pm Sunday, September 18th. Autograph party 
participants will have their books displayed in the conference bookstore.
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Schedule of Events:
(You must pre-register for breakout sessions on the online registration form. Please refer to this brochure when making breakout 
session choices.)

SATURDAY, September 17th
7:30-8:15 am  Registration 
8:15-8:30 Welcome 
8:30-9:15  Keynote – Kimberly Brubaker Bradley  From the Hatfield Library Basement to the  

Newbery Honor: Twenty-Eight Years in SCBWI
 Kimberly Brubaker Bradley will discuss the path to her “overnight” success that took twenty-eight years.

9:15-9:30  Break
9:30-10:30  Breakout I 

FT  PB  Nov.  A Susan Eaddy  Writing for Teens and Children 101
 “I’ve written a book for teens/tweens/middle graders/children: now what? Do I need an agent?  

How should I format my manuscript? How do I find a publisher? What should I do at THIS conference?” 
A highly recommended session for those attending their first conference or just beginning the  
writing adventure.

FT  Nov.  
  B Allison Moore  What’s Your Big Story Idea?

 What makes a manuscript rise to the top of the submissions pile? What makes editors snooze? Join 
Associate Editor Allison Moore for an answer to the oft-asked question "What is your house looking 
for?" and a focus on recent books and deals with one-of-a-kind, memorable, "Why didn’t I think of 
that?" story ideas that stand out from the pack. Inspire yourself to think bigger.

FT  PAL   C  Darcy Pattison  Transforming Facts into Compelling Stories
 Nonfiction children’s books have exploded with popularity recently, and editors need your true stories. 

Learn to transform mere facts into stories that fascinate readers—and sell books.

Illus.   D  Mary Uhles  Beginning the Illustrator Journey
 How should I put together my portfolio? Do I need a website? Do I need an agent? Learn strategies for 

promoting yourself and getting your artwork in front of Creative Directors. Tips for illustrators at all levels 
whether you are fresh out of school or just new to the world of children’s books.

10:30-10:45  Break
10:45-11:45  Breakout II 

FT  Nov.  PB  A  Kathleen Rushall  Querying: Hook, Line, and Slam Dunk
 Discover all the ingredients to create a killer query letter! We will cover a memorable, easy-to-learn 

formula to write your best query letter. You will also get behind the scenes tips from an agent about the 
querying process, including research advice and resources, little-known agent preferences, and things 
to avoid in your pitch. There will be time for Q&A and real life examples of wonderful query letters and 
author success stories. You’ll leave feeling encouraged and with a firm idea of what to do next! 

FT  PB  PAL  
B  Liz Van Doren  A Character to Remember

 We’ll discuss picture book characters—what makes them memorable, resonate with kids, and what 
kinds of plot situations allow them to shine. And we’ll explore how you can make the best decisions 
about character and voice for your stories.
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PB  Nov.  PAL  
C  Kristin O’Donnell Tubb and Courtney C. Stevens  Back to School! How to Book,  

Prepare For, and Ace School Visits
 School visits are one of the very best ways authors can connect with readers. In this session, school visit 

veterans Courtney C. Stevens and Kristin O’Donnell Tubb will discuss everything from how to book visits 
to what to charge, including what YOU can expect to learn in schools. 

Illus.    D Katrina Damkoehler  (Almost) Wordless Picture Books
 A behind-the-scenes look at the role an illustrator plays in developing the storyline of almost wordless 

picture books.

11:45-12:00  Break
12:00-1:00  Lunch 
1:00-1:10  Break
1:10   Contest Winners 
 Fiction Manuscript Contest Winners, Social Media Contest Winners, Illustration Contest Winners

1:15-1:50  Author and Illustrator Panel  How to Find and Foster Critique Groups
 Robert J. Blake, Kimberly Brubaker Bradley, Sharon Cameron, Susan Eaddy, Darcy Pattison, Mary Uhles, 

and Shelli Wells (S.R. Johannes).

1:50-2:00  Break
2:00-3:00 First Pages
 First Pages is a unique opportunity to gain insight into the first impression thoughts of an agent or editor 

when a manuscript comes across his/her desk. Authors will give specifics on how to follow the editor’s 
advice. Anonymous first pages will be chosen randomly, read aloud to the group, and faculty will discuss 
the ever-important question: Would I read more? (First page submission is not required to attend this 
session, and not all first pages/materials will be read/examined. Attendees may pre-register for one 
session only.) 

 A Picture Book – Alli Brydon and Robert Blake
 B Middle Grade – Jill Santopolo and Kristin O’Donnell Tubb
 C Young Adult – Kathleen Rushall and Darcy Pattison
 D Marketing Materials Peek – Shelli Wells and Courtney C. Stevens 
 To submit a first page, please place two copies (one for the faculty members, one for the reader) of your 

first page in the session submission box for which you have pre-registered: Picture Book, Middle Grade, 
or Young Adult. Submission boxes will be located at the conference registration desk between 7:30 and 
8:15 am on Saturday. First pages must have NO AUTHOR NAME, but may include the title, and must be 
in standard format, on white paper, with 1-inch margins, black ink, 12-point font, and double-spacing. 
Limit 200 words (excluding title), one submission per attendee. First pages exceeding word count, with 
identifying marks, in non-standard format, or placed in the incorrect submission box will be discarded. 

 For the marketing peek, please submit two 8 1/2" x 11" pages (maximum) to the session submission 
box that shows a copy of any or all of the following: your website’s homepage, your bookmarks or 
postcards, bookplates, blurb, and bio. Please photocopy ALL materials onto the 8 1/2" x 11" paper so 
that no smaller materials are misplaced. The box will be at the conference registration desk between 7:30 
and 8:15 am on Saturday.

3:00-3:15  Break
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3:15-4:15  Breakout III

FT  Nov.  
 A Holly Root  Slush Pile Showdown: How to Make Your Submission Stand Out

 In this session, we’ll discuss how to write a query that will get attention; why querying isn’t a useless 
evil exercise in torture; common mistakes and how to avoid them; what agents are looking for when 
they read queries; which “rules” really matter and which ones are matters of opinion; what it’s like to 
be an agent reading through submissions; if your query is ready for prime time and what to do if your 
query isn’t quite ready. To participate in this session, please send one standard query letter to Kristin 
O’Donnell Tubb at ktubb@comcast.net NO LATER THAN Monday, September 5 with HOLLY ROOT QUERY 
BREAKOUT in the subject line.

Nov.  PAL  PB  B Jill Santopolo  You’re Such a Character!
 In this workshop, get ready to shed your own personality and take your character’s! With the help of 

character questionnaires and the traditional theater game Hot Seat, you’ll find out more about your 
character than you ever thought you’d know – and your story will be deeper and richer for it. Leave your 
inhibitions at the door, and get ready to have some fun.

FT  PB  Nov.  
 C  Allison Moore  Don’t Just Tweet Your Breakfast: Diving into the #Kidlit World Through 

Social Media
PAL  Whether you’re writing or illustrating picture books, working on your next novel, or anything in between, 

social media is a great way to connect with readers – not to mention agents, editors, librarians, 
booksellers, and new author and artist friends. How can posting, tweeting, tagging, and blogging – or 
even just observing – enrich your network, help you avoid faux pas, and keep you up on what’s abuzz? 
Join this session if you want to take your social media savvy to the next level (or if you don’t know where 
to begin!).

Illus.   D  Katrina Damkoehler  Middle Grade Illustration
 An overview of the growing middle grade market and how Ms. Damkoehler selects and works with the 

perfect cover or interior illustrator for each age level and sub-genre

4:15-4:30  Break
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OPTIONAL CRITIQUE GROUPS, INDIVIDUAL PAID MANUSCRIPT AND 
INDIVIDUAL PAID PORTFOLIO CRITIQUES 
4:30-6:00 Optional Peer Critique Groups – Chestnut Ballroom
 All conference attendees are invited to participate in a free group critique session. During online 

registration, attendees will self select into one of the following: PB, MG, YA, non-fiction, or illustrator. 
Groups will be facilitated by a conference coordinator. Writers, bring 6-8 copies of the first two pages of 
your manuscript to be critiqued. Illustrators, bring your portfolio. Preregistration is not required, merely 
informational in purpose.

4:30-6:00  Paid Manuscript, Paid Portfolio Critiques, and Paid Marketing Strategy Consultation 
(requires payment during online registration)

 Individual Paid Manuscript Critiques – Have your work critiqued by a professional in the field of 
writing for children for an additional fee of $40. To be scheduled for an Individual Paid Manuscript 
Critique, check the appropriate box on your online registration. See the section of the brochure 
labeled Individual Paid Manuscript Critiques for details and the submission guidelines for 2016. 
One manuscript critique per attendee, limited to current SCBWI members from any region. Online 
registration and manuscripts must be received by July 15th. No refunds.

 Individual Paid Portfolio Critiques – Have your art critiqued by an art director for an additional fee of 
$40. To be scheduled for an Individual Paid Portfolio Critique check the appropriate box on your online 
registration. See the section of the brochure labeled Individual Paid Portfolio Critique for details and 
submission guidelines for 2016. Space is limited and paid portfolio critiques will be filled on a first 
come, first served basis. Once space is filled, the option to register will disappear from the registration 
site. Conference fees and registration must be received by August 15th to participate. One paid portfolio 
critique per attendee, limited to current SCBWI members from any region. No refunds. 

 Individual Paid Marketing Strategy Consultation – Have your marketing strategy and materials 
critiqued (or brainstormed from the ground up!) for an additional fee of $40. These consultations are 
for existing materials or for developing a new marketing plan. To be scheduled for an Individual Paid 
Marketing Strategy Consultation, check the appropriate box on your online registration. See the section 
of the brochure labeled Individual Paid Marketing Strategy Consultation for details and submission 
guidelines for 2016. Conference fees and registration must be received by August 1st to participate.  
One paid marketing critique per attendee, limited to current SCBWI member from any region. No refunds.

6:30  The Kid Lit Creators’ Dinner
 Round off the day with Kid Lit friends, old and new. See “More Conference Events” for details!
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SUNDAY, September 18th
8:15-8:30 am Welcome
8:30-9:30  Editor, Agent, and Art Director Panel  Creativity and Chaos: How to Remain Creative in the 

Changing Face of Publishing
 Alli Brydon, Katrina Damkoehler, Allison Moore, Holly Root, Kathleen Rushall, Jill Santopolo, and  

Liz Van Doren

9:30-9:40  Break
 9:40-10:40  Breakout IV

FT  Nov.  PB  A Kathleen Rushall  Keeping Calm and Confident on the Road to Publication

PAL
 The road to publication can be a real nail biter. This presentation is meant to provide uplifting, 

encouraging, and tangible tips for authors to navigate all stages of writing for publication with ease 
(and relieved stress!). From preparing for the submission process to worries about post publication 
reviews, this talk will cover a wide range of the publication process and how to take the edge off! 
You’ll leave with a firmer grasp on what to expect on the publication path, as well as how to calmly 
and confidently make your way toward pub day.

FT  Nov.  PAL  B Kimberly Brubaker Bradley  Modern Historical Writing: the Challenges of  
Sensitive Accuracy

 If you write or read historical fiction, you know that factual information must be woven into a story 
with grace. This session will discuss the importance of including accurate information into a story 
that will appeal to diverse modern-day readers. 

PAL  Nov.  PB  
 C  Shelli Wells  Marketing Your Words: From A to Z

 Many authors know they need to market but they don’t know how to get started. Find out what goes 
into a marketing plan. Learn how to break down your marketing plan into manageable chunks by 
identifying segments and targets. We will discuss ways to identify your target readers and how to 
decide on the best channels for you. Learn how to market your book to readers through different 
avenues and climb the charts. 

Illus.   D Alli Brydon and Katrina Damkoehler  Web Portfolio Peeks
 Most art directors see your illustrations for the first time online. Are you showing illustrations that 

work for the children’s publishing market? Would an art director contact you after seeing your work 
online? Attendees will hear feedback from an agent and an art director as they review the websites 
on an overhead screen for all to learn. Submit your illustration website URL (w w w.your website.com) 
to mary@maryuhles.com with the subject line WEBSITE PEEKS (all caps). Websites will be seen in 
random order, and all may not be seen. No website yet? No problem! All are welcome to observe. 

10:40-10:50  Break
10:50-11:50  Breakout V

FT  Nov.  PAL  A  Holly Root  What is High Concept? Five Attributes of a High Concept Book
 Authors often aim for their book to be considered “high concept,” but are they missing the mark?  

In this session, we’ll discuss the five attributes of a high concept manuscript.

FT  PB  
 B  Liz Van Doren  A Character to Remember

 We’ll discuss picture book characters—what makes them memorable, resonate with kids, and what 
kinds of plot situations allow them to shine. And we’ll explore how you can make the best decisions 
about character and voice for your stories.
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Nov.  PAL   
 C  Jill Santopolo  Again and Again (and Again): Thoughts on Writing Series Books

 From Nancy Drew to the Babysitters Club to Junie B. Jones, kids have loved reading series books for 
decades. What is it about series that makes them extra appealing? And what can you do as a writer 
to capitalize on that? (We’ll be looking at episodic series more than trilogies or sagas that have an 
overarching plot arc.)

Illus.  PB   D  Alli Brydon  Drama…How to Keep the Best and Lose the Rest
 Drama! Why is it so important to set up, deliver, and resolve a dramatic turn in a children’s story? 

Drama! Why is it so important to leave it behind when it comes to your writing and illustrating 
career? In this session, we’ll explore the particulars of plot arc within the text and art of a picture 
book, and why kids are drawn to the thrill of tension and its satisfying resolution. We’ll also 
discuss why drama has no place on the business side of things, and that having a good attitude 
makes a huge difference.

11:50-12:00  Break
12:00-12:15  Door Prizes and Announcements
12:15-1:00 Closing Keynote – Sharon Cameron  Combustion
 Where does creativity come from? How finding the flare of your own inner passion can spark a flame that 

will set the world on fire. 

FACULTY:
Robert J. Blake is the author and illustrator of numerous books, including Togo, Painter and Ugly, Carousel 
Cat, and Akiak: A Tale from the Iditarod. His books have won many awards, including the Texas Bluebonnet 
Award, Irma S. Black Award, Washington Children’s Choice Award, Young Hoosier Award, and American Library 
Notable Book, among others. He studied at the Paier College of Art, Académie de la Grande Chaumière in 
Paris, and Art Student’s League of New York. His work can be seen at his website: www.robertjblake.com.

Kimberly Brubaker Bradley won a Newbery Honor award and hit the New York Times Bestseller List in 2016 for 
her 16th book, the World War II novel The War That Saved My Life. She also gained widespread acclaim for 
Jefferson’s Sons. For nearly 20 years she’s made her home on a farm in eastern Tennessee with her former high 
school sweetheart and their two children. She competes in the obscure equestrian sport of eventing, loves to 
travel, experiments with fiber arts, and never stops reading. www.kimberlybrubakerbradley.com

Alli Brydon is the Managing Agent of Bright USA, a leading global children’s illustration and literary agency. 
Before becoming an agent, she spent nearly ten years at Sterling Publishing as editor of fiction and 
nonfiction for children of all ages, with a focus on trade picture book development. A creator and facilitator 
by nature, Alli loves helping authors and illustrators develop great content. Alli is drawn to art with wonderful 
texture and color palette, dexterity with light and perspective, motion and gesture through whichever 
medium you use, humor and emotion, unforgettable characters, and stinkin’ cute animals. Find out more: 
www.brightliteraryagency.com/alli-brydon

Sharon Cameron is an SCBWI Midsouth success story. Her novels The Dark Unwinding (2012), A Spark 
Unseen (2013), Rook (2015), and The Forgetting (2016) have won the Sue Alexander Award, the Crystal Kite 
Award, the Parents’ Choice Gold Award, and have been chosen for numerous lists, including YALSA’s Best 
Fiction for Young Adults in 2013 and 2016. When not reading, writing, and shooting her longbow, Sharon can 
be found pondering the past or continuing her lifelong search for secret passages. She lives with her family in 
Nashville, TN. Visit her at www.sharoncameronbooks.com, on Facebook, or on twitter @CameronSharonE. 
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Katrina Damkoehler is currently a Senior Designer for the trade imprints of Random House Children’s 
Publishing, where she designs and art directs approximately 35 middle grade and picture book titles per year. 
She was previously Art Director at Amazon Children’s Publishing. Recent projects she art directed include the 
2015 Geisel Award-winner You Are Not Small (Anna Kang/Christopher Weyant), and the soon to be published 
Grover Cleveland, Again (Ken Burns/Gerald Kelley), and This is My Book (Mark Pett).

Susan Eaddy works in her attic studio writing picture books and playing with clay. She was an Art Director for 
fifteen years, and won international 3D illustration awards and a Grammy nomination. Her clay illustrated trade 
books include My Love for You is the Sun by Julie Hedlund and Papa Fish’s Lullaby by Patricia Hubbell. She is 
the author of Poppy’s Best Paper from Charlesbridge. She loves to travel and has used the opportunity to do 
school visits anywhere in the world from Taiwan to Brazil to Alabama to Hong Kong! www.susaneaddy.com

Allison Moore is an associate editor at Little, Brown Books for Young Readers who edits everything from 
illustrated titles to middle grade and young adult novels. Her recent projects include picture books by Todd Parr, 
Diana Murray, Bryan Collier, Todd Tarpley, John Rocco, Marc Brown, and RL Stine; novels by Jewell Parker 
Rhodes, Sherri Winston, and Andrea Davis Pinkney; and series The Dragonsitter, Space Taxi, Sweet Pea & 
Friends, Birdie, and The Nuts. Allison is interested in clever picture books with all-ages appeal; character-driven 
chapter books; and MG and YA that encourages readers to consider unexpected perspectives.  
Twitter: @allisonm610.

Darcy Pattison is an award-winning children’s book author and has received starred reviews from PW, Kirkus, 
and BCCB. Her title The Journey of Oliver K. Woodman received an Irma Black Picture Book Honor award. Twice 
her books have been named NSTA Outstanding Science Trade Books. Known for her Novel Revision Workshop, 
she has helped shepherd many debut novels. Her own novels include stories of troubled families, fantasy 
worlds, and aliens shipwrecked on Earth. She is the 2007 recipient of the Arkansas Governor’s Arts Award for 
Individual Artist for her contributions to children’s literature. For more, see www.DarcyPattison.com/About

Holly Root’s favorite part of being an agent is the thrill of discovery. “Being the first to experience a new world or 
a brand-new author simply never gets old,” she says. She is drawn to well-told commercial novels in a variety of 
genres. She is currently seeking middle grade and young adult fiction, women’s fiction (both commercial and 
upmarket), urban fantasy and romance. She also represents select nonfiction projects. Prior to joining the 
Waxman Literary Agency in 2007, Holly Root worked at the William Morris Agency and Trident Media Group.

Kathleen Rushall comes to the Andrea Brown Literary Agency after agenting for nearly five years with the 
Marsal Lyon Literary Agency. She represents writers and illustrators for picture books (both fiction and non-
fiction), middle grade, and young adult literature. The most important element that draws Kathleen to any 
project is a strong voice and unforgettable characters. Kathleen graduated from Seattle University with her 
bachelor’s degree in English and minor in fine arts. She moved back to her hometown of San Diego to earn her 
master’s degree in English, specializing in children’s literature, from San Diego State University. 

Jill Santopolo is an executive editor at Philomel Books, an imprint of Penguin Young Readers Group, where she 
edits many critically-acclaimed, award-winning, and best-selling books including A Tangle of Knots by Lisa 
Graff, The Secret Sky by Atia Abawi, Proxy by Alex London, It’s Your World by Chelsea Clinton, the Nightshade 
series by Andrea Cremer, A Dance Like Starlight by Kristy Dempsey & Floyd Cooper, and Peanut Butter & 
Cupcake! by Terry Border. She is also an author and an adjunct professor. Jill holds a BA from Columbia 
University, an MFA from the Vermont College of Fine Arts, and a Certificate in Intellectual Property Law from 
NYU. www.jillsantopolo.com @jillsantopolo
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Courtney C. Stevens grew up in Kentucky and lives in Nashville, Tennessee. She is an adjunct professor and 
a former youth minister. Her novels include: Faking Normal, The Blue-Haired Boy (Novella), and The Lies 
About Truth. As an educator and author, she visits schools, designs retreats, and teaches workshops on 
marketing, revision, character development, and Channeling Your Brave. When she isn’t teaching and 
scribbling ideas in a notebook, she’s playing laser tag, going climbing, or eating chips and queso. You can 
find out more at www.courtneycstevens.com or follow her on Twitter @quartland. 

Kristin O’Donnell Tubb is the author of John Lincoln Clem: Civil War Drummer Boy, The 13th Sign, and 
Selling Hope. In summer 2017, watch for A Dog Like Daisy (Katherine Tegen Books/HarperCollins). 
Please visit her website: www.kristintubb.com.

Mary Uhles has created illustrations for the books The Little Kid’s Table and Beyond the Grave, and the 
poetry collection Kooky Crumbs by Children’s Poet Laureate J. Patrick Lewis. Mary has twice been awarded 
the Grand Prize for Illustration from the SCBWI Midsouth Conference and her piece, Eat was a finalist in the 
2014 SCBWI Bologna Book Fair Gallery. Mary serves as the Illustrator Coordinator for the Midsouth region of 
the Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators and lives with her family in Nashville, Tennessee.  
www.maryuhles.com

Liz Van Doren is VP, Editorial Director of Book Publishing for Highlights for Children and Boyds Mills Press. 
Over the course of her career, she has published a wide variety of award-winning books for children in all 
genres, from picture books to tween and teen fiction to nonfiction for all ages, and has worked with many 
well-known and highly-lauded writers. In addition, Van Doren also teaches creative writing at New York 
University. As a former high school teacher and a parent, she is very attuned to children’s interests and what 
sparks their imagination.

Shelli Wells (writing as S.R. Johannes) is the award-winning author of the bestselling Nature of Grace teen 
thriller series (Untraceable, Uncontrollable, and Unstoppable). The series has sold approximately 100,000 
copies. She also writes middle grade and picture books. She is the winner of the IndieReader Discovery Award 
in YA, an IPPY Silver Medalist for YA Fiction, a Finalist in The Kindle Book Review’s Best Young Adult Fiction, and 
a Finalist in US Book News Best YA Book. Her literary agent (partner in crime) is Lara Perkins at ABLA.  
www.srjohannes.com
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REGISTRATION
Registration for the 2016 Midsouth Fall Conference closes when we reach 200 registrants or on September 1st, whichever comes 
first. To register for the conference and select your breakout sessions, please go to midsouth.scbwi.org and click on the link for the 
2016 Midsouth Fall Conference. Registrations are online only. Payment of fees must be made online with a credit card or Paypal. There 
are no refunds for the conference, except in the case of an attendee’s immediate emergency and a waiting list exists and it is before 
September 1st. There are no refunds on the Intensives, Critiques, or Consultations. Tickets are not transferable. Registration must be 
closed before refunds can be issued; SCBWI Midsouth will keep a $50 handling fee for all refunds. To be included on a waiting list that 
ends September 1st, contact Mary Uhles at mary@maryuhles.com and put WAITING LIST (in all caps) in the memo line of your email. 
Please note that because of scheduling logistics, no changes can be made after September 1st. Thank you for understanding. 

SCBWI MIDSOUTH FALL CONFERENCE TUITION:
Early Bird Tuition SCBWI member Non-member 
Full conference for both Saturday AND Sunday $175 $255 
Tuition after July 15: SCBWI member Non-member 
Full conference for both Saturday AND Sunday $200 $275

INDIVIDUAL PAID MANUSCRIPT CRITIQUES (Optional) 
Two kinds of Individual Manuscript Critiques will be offered: Face-to-Face or Written-Only. All critiques will be offered for an extra 
nonrefundable charge of $40, and will have the same submission guidelines and due dates. One Individual Manuscript Critique per 
attendee, limited to current SCBWI members from any region. Please choose either Face-to-Face or Written-Only on your online 
registration. There will be no refunds on any critiques.

Face-to-Face Individual Paid Manuscript Critiques will offer 15 minutes of verbal critique given by a member of the 2016 
Midsouth Conference faculty or by an additional editor or agent. Face-to-Face critiques will also include written comments. Every 
effort will be made to place Face-to-Face Manuscript Critiques within the Individual Paid Critique time allotted in the conference 
schedule. After these slots are filled, however, some critiques may take place during breakout sessions. See below for submission 
and formatting guidelines*.

Written-Only Individual Paid Manuscript Critiques will be given by either Jenna Lettice (Assistant Editor, Random House Books 
for Young Readers) or Lisa Yoskowitz (Executive Editor, Little, Brown for Young Readers). Submitted manuscripts and critiques will 
be available for pick up at the conference registration table from 4:30 to 5:00 pm on Saturday. See below for submission and 
formatting guidelines*.

Individual Paid Manuscript Critique Submission Guidelines  
(Face-to-Face and Written-Only) *:

For $40, you may submit one of the following

•  One correctly formatted picture book ms., picture book dummy**, or up to 10 pages of poems, 

OR

•  A one-page synopsis of a fiction or non-fiction project, plus up to the first 10 pages of the corresponding ms., correctly 
formatted. (Note: entire ms. submission including synopsis and chapter[s] should not total more than 11 pages.)

*Formatting Guidelines:

Mss. for critique must be in standard format. Standard format is white paper, 12-point type, black ink, 1-inch margins, 
double-spaced (note that synopses may be single-spaced) with a standard font such as Times New Roman. Send your 
documents as either .doc or .docx. No other file types can be accepted. No other criteria will be used to determine standard 
format for Individual Paid Manuscript Critiques. Please make sure all pages are numbered, and that title, author name, 
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author contact information, and category (picture book, middle grade, young adult, non-fiction, etc.) are present on 
the first page. The name on your manuscript must match the name on your conference registration even if you write 
under a pseudonym. Mss. submitted in non-standard format will be discarded and sender will be given a chance to re-
submit. If re-submission arrives after the deadline, the ms. will be discarded. 

**Picture Book Dummies:

Illustrators who also write may be allowed to submit a picture book dummy for an Individual Manuscript Critique.  
Dummy must be accompanied by a properly formatted ms., as a pdf and no larger than 5MB, and certain criteria must 
be met and permission granted before a dummy can be accepted. Please contact Mary Uhles (Illustrator Coordinator) at 
mary@maryuhles.com for details of the permission process with DUMMY PERMISSION (all caps) in the subject line. 

How to Send in Your Manuscript for an Individual Paid Critique:
All manuscripts or dummies for paid critique, either Face-to-Face or Written-Only, must be received by email no later than midnight 
CDT on July 15th, with online conference registration completed and all fees paid. Please type either “Face-to-Face” or “Written-
Only” in the subject line of your email, as well as your manuscript’s genre (i.e., fantasy, mystery, contemporary) and category 
(i.e., Picture Book, Middle Grade, Young Adult, Nonfiction). Please name your file as follows: LASTNAME.TITLE.YEAR

Email your manuscript for critique to: SCBWIMidsouthCritiques@gmail.com

Email early, but email only once! We will not be able to swap manuscripts after you’ve sent your story to us. If your ms. arrives after 
midnight CDT on July 15th, you will be informed. The fee is nonrefundable.

Note: Individual Paid Manuscript Critiques have a different submission policy than the Fiction Manuscript Contest. Do not include Fiction 
Manuscript Contest entries with manuscripts for Individual Paid Manuscript Critiques. For Fiction Manuscript Contest guidelines, go to 
midsouth.scbwi.org and click the link for the 2016 Midsouth Fiction Manuscript Contest. For more information on the contest, see the 
“More Conference Events” section.

INDIVIDUAL PAID PORTFOLIO CRITIQUES (Optional)
Portfolio critiques by faculty will be available for $40 per 15-minute critique. To be scheduled for an Individual Paid Portfolio 
Critique, please check the appropriate box on your online registration form. Online registration must be complete and all fees 
received by August 15th to be scheduled for a portfolio critique. Please bring portfolio with you to the conference, do not send art 
ahead of time. One portfolio critique per attendee, limited to current SCBWI members from any region.

Note: Individual Paid Portfolio Critiques have a different submission policy from the 2016 Illustrator Contest. For complete Illustrator 
Contest guidelines, please go to midsouth.scbwi.org, and click on the link for the 2016 Midsouth Illustrator Contest. Guidelines will also 
be found at www.midsouth.scbwi.org/illustrator-lounge.

INDIVIDUAL PAID MARKETING STRATEGY CONSULTATION (Optional)
Shelli Wells’s marketing strategy critiques will be available for $40 per 15-minute consultation. To be scheduled for an 
Individual Paid Marketing Strategy Consultation, please check the appropriate box on your online registration form. Please send 
a link to your website (only if you have one, of course) and attach pdfs of two (maximum, also optional) materials to Shelli Wells’ 
email shelli@srjohannes.com with MARKETING CONSULTATION in the subject line by August 1st. Online registration must be 
complete and all fees received by August 1st to be scheduled for a marketing critique.

Blogging & Recording Policy:

By registering for this conference, you acknowledge that audio taping, videotaping and/or transmitting or aiding in any of the 
foregoing of any part of the conference is prohibited. Additionally, the material in all handouts and presentations is copyrighted 
and may not be reprinted, blogged, written, orally transmitted, and/or reproduced without written permission of the copyright 
holder only. Personal impressions, a quote that is cited, and/or general overviews are acceptable. However, it would be a breach 
of copyright law to give detailed reports of a presenter’s material. Thank you in advance for taking this policy into account. Your 
professionalism is greatly appreciated.
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Food Policy:

While we make every attempt to accommodate food sensitivities, please understand that we cannot ensure every participant’s 
dietary preferences and food sensitivities for every meal. We ask that if you have serious allergies/sensitivities or strict food 
preferences that you please bring supplementary food with you. Thank you for understanding.

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS 
Embassy Suites-Cool Springs 
820 Crescent Centre Drive 
Franklin, TN 37067 
615-515-5151 
www.nashvillesouth.embassysuites.com

All rooms at Embassy Suites include a living area with 
sleeper sofa, refrigerator, coffee maker, microwave, and a 
separate bedroom with one king or two queen size beds. A 
cooked to order breakfast, Manager’s reception, and use of 
the business center is included for every guest at no extra 
charge. Fitness area, indoor pool, wireless internet, and free 
shuttle within a five mile radius are also available. There 
will be complimentary self parking on site for conference 
attendees. Room rates are $156 for single occupancy, $166 
for double occupancy, $176 for triple occupancy, and $186 
for quadruple occupancy; please use the promo code SCB 
when reserving your room. Note: Reserve early! The promo 
code will expire at midnight, August 17th. 

MORE CONFERENCE EVENTS!
The Annual Midsouth Fiction Manuscript Contest: Please read carefully! These guidelines have changed. For attendees of the 
Midsouth Conference. Winners in the Picture Book, Middle Grade, and Young Adult categories will be announced at the conference 
and will receive an invitation to submit their work to this year’s judge, Kelly Barrales-Saylor (Editorial Director, Albert Whitman & 
Company). This year attendees will register and pay for the contest when registering for the conference. These slots fill up quickly 
so register early if you’d like to be a part of the contest. Entries are due via email to MidsouthManuContest@gmail.com by July 15 
midnight CDT. For contest rules and due dates, click on the Midsouth Fiction Manuscript Contest link at midsouth.scbwi.org. Fee of 
$12, limited to the first 20 entrants in each category. Once these spots are filled, this option will disappear from registration.

The Annual Midsouth Illustrator Contest: For attendees of the Midsouth Conference. Contest entries will be displayed for judge 
Katrina Damkoehler and all conference attendees. Winning artwork will be announced at the conference and will become part of 
the yearly Midsouth Illustrator Hall of Fame display. For details and contest guidelines, click the Midsouth Illustrator Contest link 
at midsouth.scbwi.org. Register for the contest when you register for the conference. Entry fee of $12. Once these spots are filled, 
this option will disappear from registration. Bring your entry to the conference at registration. No refunds will be given for entries not 
turned in.

The SCBWI Midsouth Kid Lit Creators’ Dinner at Puckett’s Boathouse, 94 E Main St, Franklin, TN 37064 on September 17, 
6:30 pm: Want to meet old friends or make new ones? Want to ask questions or just blow off steam after a day packed with 
learning? Attendees new to the industry can sit with experienced authors and illustrators and keep the creativity flowing.

For $35 you get dinner, dessert, and all the Kid Lit compadres you can handle. Seating is limited and reserved on a first come first 
served basis. Register for the Kid Lit Creators’ Dinner when you register for the conference. Anyone and everyone welcome!
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DATES TO REMEMBER:
May 15 Online conference registration opens at 2 pm Central/3 pm Eastern (go to midsouth.scbwi.org and select 

2016 Midsouth Fall Conference)

July 8 Last day conference registration, fees, and list of titles with ISBNs may be received for participation in the 
Midsouth Conference Autograph Party

July 15 Fiction Manuscript Contest entries due to MidsouthManuContest@gmail.com by midnight CDT

July 15 Last day manuscripts (along with conference registration and fees) may be received via email for an Individual 
Paid Manuscript Critique to SCBWIMidsouthCritiques@gmail.com (Must be received by midnight CDT!)

July 15 Picture Book Dummy for Individual Manuscript Critique due to SCBWIMidsouthCritiques@gmail.com

July 15 Last day for early bird conference registration and rates

August 1 Last day conference registration, fees, and emailed materials may be received to be scheduled for an Individual 
Paid Marketing Consultation

August 1 Deadline to submit for Website Portfolio Peek (see Breakout IV)

August 15 Last day conference registration and fees may be received to be scheduled for an Individual Portfolio Critique

Sept. 1 Conference Registration closes unless it has already closed due to a sell-out. The waiting list also closes.

Sept. 1 No changes or refunds after this date

Sept. 5 Deadline to send query letter for critique (see Breakout III)

Sept. 16 PAL Display book and promotional materials drop off: 7:00 pm

Sept. 16 Illustrator portfolio display turn-in times: 4:45-6:30 pm 

Sept. 16 Illustrator Contest entries turn in times: 4:45-8 pm

Sept. 17 Illustrator Contest entries turn in times: 7:30-8:15 am

Midsouth SCBWI logo created by Susan Eaddy  www.susaneaddy.com

Brochure design and illustration by Kris Sexton  www.krissexton.com

FOR MORE INFO ABOUT:
Online conference registration: 
Kurt Hampe at kurt@kurthampe.com 

Illustrator info: 
Mary Uhles at mary@maryuhles.com

Optional Critique Group/Paid Critiques: 
Erica Rodgers at e.rodgers13@gmail.com

Kid Lit Creator Dinner: 
Kathryn Gogliotti at kathryn@kgillustrations.com

Fiction Manuscript Contest Questions: 
Gail Nall at gailnallwrites@gmail.com

General Questions/Volunteering: 
Kristin Tubb at ktubb@comcast.net

General Questions: 
Rae Ann Parker at raeannparker@bellsouth.net


